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This volume
This volume focusses on ashlar masonry, probably the most elaborate construction technique of the Eastern 
Mediterranean Bronze Age, from a cross-regional perspective. The building practices and the uses of cut-
stone components and masonries in Egypt, Syria, the Aegean, Anatolia, Cyprus and the Levant in the 3rd and 
2nd millennium BC are examined through a series of case studies and topical essays. The topics addressed 
include the terminology of ashlar building components and the typologies of its masonries, technical studies 
on the procurement, dressing, tool kits and construction techniques pertaining to cut stone, investigations 
into the place of ashlar in inter-regional exchanges and craft dissemination, the extent and significance of the 
use of cut stone within the communities and regions, and the visual effects, social meanings, and symbolic and 
ideological values of ashlar.

The editors
Maud Devolder is an Associate Postdoctoral Researcher of the Aegis Research Group, UCLouvain (INCAL/
CEMA). She specializes in the study of the Aegean Bronze Age, and her particular field of expertise is Minoan 
architecture, with a focus on building processes, materials and techniques, architectural sequences of long-
excavated edifices, and the scale of building projects. She directs the study and publication project of the Malia 
Palace on the north coast of Crete, and collaborates on the excavations of the Minoan site at Sissi.

Igor Kreimerman is a Postdoctoral Fellow of the Minerva Stiftung at the Institut für Ur- und Frühgeschichte 
und Vorderasiatische Archäologie in Heidelberg University. His research combines the use of geoarchaeology, 
experimental archaeology and traditional archaeological methods for the study of formation processes, 
especially construction and destruction, in the Bronze and Iron Age Levant. He takes part in the excavation and 
publication projects of Khirbet Qeiyafa, Tel Lachish and Khirbet er-Rai in Israel.

The AEGIS (Aegean Interdisciplinary Studies) series attempts to make the results of new archaeological 
research on Aegean and especially Minoan societies available to the scientific and wider public at a rapid 
pace. Monographs, PhD dissertations, proceedings of scientific meetings and excavation reports complete 
each other to offer a general view of this time frame which is of primary importance to understand the 
ancient world and its historical, political, symbolical and social sequences.

100752 XXXX €

17
17

Ashlar
Exploring the Materiality of Cut-Stone Masonry 

in the Eastern Mediterranean Bronze Age

Edited by Maud Devolder & Igor Kreimerman


