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sur des fragments de vaisselle en céramique mis au jour lors des fouilles de 'agora. I.’A. envisage
les hypotheses permettant d’expliquer pourquoi les symposia archaiques et classiques, ou tous les
participants étaient égaux et ou la consommation de vin était prédominante, ont fait place, a la
période hellénistique, a des banquets riches en nourriture permettant de mettre en évidence le
statut et les moyens financiers de ’hote. — La contribution de M. Wecowski porte également
sur la pratique symposiaque, et plus particulicrement sur la question de son déclin. Selon ’A., le
symposion, qui était une institution fondamentale aux périodes archaique et classique et jouait le
role de « banquet culturel », a commencé a décliner au milieu du 1v¢ siccle en raison de certains
changements culturels importants observés a la fin du v siécle. — R. Strootman cherche a
comprendre comment les souverains macédoniens ont réussi a acquérir une place dans les cités
grecques grace aux fétes, en dépit du fait qu’ils n’étaient pas citoyens des polis qu’ils visitaient
et que, particuliecrement au début de la période hellénistique, un sentiment pro-démocratique et
anti-tyrannique était répandu dans les cités. — M. Mari analyse I'influence de I'héritage macé-
donien sur certains traits des habitudes festives hellénistiques, et plus particulicrement sur des
aspects ¢tudiés dans ce volume : les banquets, les fétes publiques, les grands sacrifices et la
distribution de nourriture. Bien qu’il soit important dans ce domaine comme dans d’autres
aspects de histoire culturelle et sociale du monde hellénistique, Iarriere-plan macédonien ne
suffit pas a expliquer la variété, la complexité et les innovations profondes observées a cette
période. — Les deux dernieres contributions de 'ouvrage, celles de S. Paul et de J.-M. Carbon,
proposent des réflexions tirées d’une présentation sur la division sacrificielle réalisée conjoin-
tement pour le colloque d’Utrecht. S. Paul analyse les aspects pratiques de la division dans
les rituels civiques a la période hellénistique. Plus particulierement, ’A. se concentre sur deux
actions qui se situent respectivement au début et a la fin d’une féte sacrificielle : la procession et
la distribution de viande. Plusieurs passages de normes rituelles sont analysés afin de tenter de
comprendre §’il existait une correspondance entre la participation a la procession et le droit de
recevoir des portions de I'animal mis a mort. — J.-M. Carbon s’intéresse quant a lui aux parts
de viande attribuées aux destinataires de décrets honorifiques, principalement aux périodes
hellénistique et romaine. Les inscriptions analysées montrent que ces individus inclus dans la
division sacrificielle en guise de marque de distinction n’étaient pas nécessairement présents
lors du sacrifice, et que les parts d’honneur qui leur revenaient leur étaient parfois envoyées
chez eux. Ainsi, méme a distance, un geras de viande liait concréetement I'individu honoré a la
communauté sacrifiante et a la sphere divine.
Zoé Pitz
(College de France — Bourse Anna Caroppo)

Andrej PETROVIC, Ivana PETrROVIC, Edmund THowmas (dit.), The Materiality of Text.
Placement, Perception, and Presence of Inscribed Texts in Classical Antiquity, Leiden/
Boston, Brill, 2018. 1 vol. 16 X 24 cm, xviii+416 p. (Brill Studies in Greek and Roman
Epigraphy, 11). ISBN : 978-90-04-37943-5.

Starting out from the presumption that inscriptions are texts indissolubly connected to
the physical objects on which they are written, this collection of essays aims to provide a multi-
disciplinary perspective on the physical and material aspects of writing in antiquity. It argues
that there is a need to ‘increase modern sensibilities to material aspects of our texts which are
often elided in modern printed editions’. This call is not new: recognition of the importance of
the materiality of texts for our understanding of ancient writings has grown steadily in recent
years, as Andrej Petrovic also discusses in his fine introduction to the volume. What is new,
however, is that this volume puts such preaching into practice: its strength and innovation lies
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in showcasing how, concretely, the materiality of ancient texts can actually be studied, through
a wide range of exciting and fascinating case studies’.

Following Petrovic’s introduction, the book is divided into two parts: the shorter first
one examines some of the concepts underlying material forms of epigraphic writing, as well
as its cultural significance. The second part, which makes up the bulk of the volume, provides
case studies of texts in specific contexts and is divided into three subsections, according to
disciplinary perspectives: epigraphic spaces, literary spaces, and architectural spaces.

In Part 1, Athena Kirk offers an important examination of the notion of émypaypy in
Classical Greece. She argues that énrypoyy refers not to all inscribed texts but only to those which
do notlead a separate life as an utterance or performance: it is a text ‘by definition unuttered and
physical’. An émypagy, Kirk asserts, can be understood as a stamps: it is inextricably linked to its
object, a message incomplete without medium. Through an analysis of Herodotus” approach to
inscriptions, Kirk argues that taking setiously this distinction utterance/non-utterance, instead
of relying solely on distinctions we consider important (such as for example copy/original,
poetty/prose, ot accurate/inaccurate), can help us better understand ancient writing about
writing. Kirk’s essay is followed by Alexei Zadorojnyi’s analysis of the portrayal of epigraphic
writing in imperial Greek literature, which emphasizes the aesthetic and political prestige of
monumental inscriptions, as well as the vulnerability that inevitably comes with such physicality.

In Part 2, Joseph Day opens the subsection on ‘epigraphic spaces’ with an intriguing
examination of the ‘spatial dynamics’ of dedications at major Greek sanctuaries, in particular
Delphi and Olympia. Valentina Garulli’s chapter is largely a catalogue of occutrences in Greek
verse inscriptions of three lectional signs, used to indicate breaks in the text. The article briefly
compares the use of these signs in epigraphy and papyri, but it is unfortunate that some of the
interesting questions raised about the relationship between signs on handwritten documents
and in epigraphical writing are not further explored. Peter Rhodes’ contribution similatly cat-
alogues examples of the phenomenon studied without offering much analysis of what exactly
the role of physical materiality is: he focuses on erasures in Greek public documents and high-
lights the variety of types of erasures found. The subsection on ‘literary spaces’ commences
with a chapter by Donald Lavigne, who scrutinises how Greek epigrammatic monuments make
use of their physical materiality to create a site-specific performance which allows the monu-
ment to construct authority and &los in a manner similar to Archaic institutionalized poetic
performances. Michael Tueller examines the role and presentation of women — as subjects and
writers — in the story of Greek epigram’s engagement with the writing process itself. Stephen
Heyworth pushes forward in time, to relate the variety of materials by which Latin elegists, in
particular Propertius, portray the writing and preservation of their texts.

The subsection on ‘architectural spaces’ includes a contribution by Ioannis Mylonopoulos,
which discusses the curious unwillingness of the Greeks to include prominent dedicatory
inscriptions on their sacred architecture. Abigail Graham re-evaluates ‘duplicate’ inscriptions at
Aphrodisias and argues convincingly that the notion of ‘copies’ is unhelpful, as it implies there
is an original inscription of which others are derived, which is not always the case. Furthermore,
such terms also carry with them relative value judgements, as if an original is always more
authoritative than a ‘duplicate’. Fanny Opdenhoff, similarly to Graham, focuses on the spatial
context of inscriptions, in this case graffiti and dipinti from public wall surfaces at Pompei. Like
Day’s ‘spatial dynamics’, Opdenhoff studies the relationship of inscriptions with each other, as
well as with the space they occupied. She argues that these wall surfaces functioned as billboards,
and that the coexistence of different electoral and event advertisements, added at different

1. The table of contents is available below, p. 359.
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times, all effected how such spaces were perceived by viewers. Ida Ostenberg contributes a
fascinating article on the well-known Roman practice of dammnatio memoriae. She takes a novel
approach by scrutinising not the intent and purpose of the practice, but rather its effects:
the ‘material message of the altered texts themselves and their interaction with their viewers’.
Focusing on the physical material of the erased inscriptions, Ostenberg argues memory sanc-
tions are complex processes that cannot be bound into a single comprehensive interpretation.
Rather, their enactment is influenced by factors such as the specific context of an inscription,
or the material of the inscribed document itself. Contrasting to Ostenberg’s focus on the
audience’s point of view, is Katharina Bolle’s analysis of two dedications set up in the Forum
baths in Ostia. Bolle analyses how the exact placement of these inscriptions, as well as their
size, letter-design, and shape, are indicators of the motivations and intentions of the dedica-
tors. The varied physical presentation of the dedications complements the different strategies
of self-representation which we can recognize also in the content of these texts. Wrapping up
the volume, Sean Leatherbury looks at the materiality and monumentality of Zabula ansata, ‘the
tablet-with-handles’ form used to frame inscriptions, in Christian contexts in the fifth and sixth
centuries AD. He uncovers the symbolism attached to the form, which allowed artists and
patrons to draw on a web of associative meanings, and examines how artists used color and
shape in mosaics to challenge the two-dimensionality of their medium.

Fitting with this journal’s interests, I focus in the rest of my review on the volume’s
contribution to, and relevance for, the study of ancient Greek religion. Two chapters in
particular centre on the materiality of inscriptions in a religious context: Day’s study of the
Spartan, Athenian and Arcadian dedications in the sanctuary of Apollo at Delphi uncovers the
‘cooperative’ and ‘competitive’ conversations found there between statues and inscriptions,
with sanctuary visitors as active participants in these conversations. Through careful spatial
positioning, intertextual allusions, or oppositely through conscious deviance from the formulaic
norm, inscriptions engaged and communicated with each other, thereby creating a whole greater
than its parts. Mylonopoulos’ article equally makes an important contribution to the study of
sacred space. Investigating an absence of text, he looks at why textual intrusion onto the fabric
of sacred architecture is scarce in the Archaic and early Classical Greek world. He also asks
why it became more common — and more prominent — in later periods, starting with Zeus’
sanctuary at Labraunda in Caria, where six out of seven structures include dedications on their
most prominent architectural element, the architrave. Mylonopoulos explains certain choices
through a regard for legibility: that the dedication on the Hall of the Athenians at Delphi was
written on the stylobate, rather than the architrave, of the structure might be explained by the
topography of this site making a lower-level inscription more visible. More generally, however,
Mylonopoulos convincingly interprets the evidence as a result of the Greek habit to keep some
visible distance between the human and divine sphere in temple structures: while every temple
was a dedication, prominently displaying the name of a human dedicator on a temple’s archi-
trave would have seriously disturbed an important balance.

Alongside these investigations of sacred space, other chapters also explore religious evi-
dence. In his discussion of erasures, for example, Rhodes demonstrates how an erasure on
a sacred regulation from Oropus perhaps indicates how Amphiaraos’ sanctuary adapted its
practice with regard to sacrificial skins to current Athenian religious practice, after Athens
regained control of Oropus in the 330s BC. Another example is Graham’s study of ‘duplicate’
inscriptions at Aphrodisias, which takes the Sebasteion temple as one of its principal case
studies: just one of the many examples from this volume which showcase how much of
monumental epigraphy in the ancient world is intricately connected to religious contexts.

Less directly, but not less significantly, the volume’s theoretical considerations of
materiality also offer many useful insights for the field of Greek religion. Epigraphic texts
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make up a crucial part of our evidence base for ancient religious beliefs and practices: from
sacred regulations and ritual norms, to votive dedications and funerary texts. Furthermore,
inscribed writing was a constant presence in sacred spaces: not only religious texts but also civic
inscriptions were set up and displayed in sanctuaries across the Greek world, influencing the
experience of worshippers at these sites. As such, a better understanding of how the materiality
of texts impacts these texts’ meaning is not only beneficial but also crucial. Many of the essays
in this volume demonstrate the ways in which an inscription, understood as a physical object,
can itself carry agency as an active participant in public space: this agency can of course be
led by the intent of the inscriber, but can also work independently from its original purpose.
Elements such as an inscription’s design, lay-out and location, as well as alterations in its physical
material (such as erasures) could take on and transmit meanings of their own. The material of
an inscription, for example, can by itself communicate meaning, signaling the inscription’s type
even before a passerby might start reading the text (Leatherbury, Zadorojnyi). Another example
of agency can be seen in the way in which the particular material of an inscription can in and of
itself effect whether or not it is likely to undergo ‘memory sanctions’ such as damnatio memoriae,
as Ostenberg demonstrates.

A second important point which many of the book’s chapters highlight is the repeated,
practical usage of inscribed writing. So Rhodes and Ostenberg’s demonstrations of the efforts
put into adapting and altering inscriptions highlights not only inscriptions’ function as records,
but also as objects to be #sed, as texts to be read. Rhodes sets out the evidence for the fact that
it is the public, inscribed version of documents which was altered, showing the importance of
these texts was closely interlinked with their materiality and their physical, visual presence in
public space. Even if an inscription might not start out as the authoritative version of a law or
decree, it seemingly can become so.

Of course, the obstacles complicating the study of the materiality of ancient texts are
significant, and many such complexities inevitably rear their head in this volume. Determining
spatial context, for example, is difficult for inscriptions, for many of which the exact original
location remains unknown. It is not surprising, therefore, that some of the most innovative
chapters in the volume deal with inscriptions on architectural elements, which can in certain
cases be fixed in space more easily (Day, Mylonopoulos). A few chapters also illustrate the
difficulties of attributing meaningfulness to particular choices in the presentation of inscribed
texts. Graham, for example, claims that variations between duplicate copies of inscriptions
can be ‘the result of deliberate choices and planning, rather than accidents and unintended
omissions’. Yet in all the examples she discusses, variety appears to be the consequence either
of spatial constraints or the errors of stone carvers. Another general difficulty concerns the
crucial questions of legibility and visibility: how much do we know about who read these
inscribed texts? A few chapters in the volume suggest that visual characteristics, whether lay-out
or decorative elements, assisted with legibility: Graham argues that inscribed decorations are
not only aesthetic but play a functional role too as highlighter, helping readers identify certain
aspects of a text. Leatherbury makes a similar point, claiming that ‘visual characteristics were
‘operative’ for all viewers, whether highly literate, completely illiterate, or (as most Romans
were) somewhere in between the two extremes’. While many chapters similarly briefly raise the
issue of legibility, it would have been useful to see some more direct and deeper engagement
with questions of literacy and orality, and the study of intended — and realized — audiences.

In general, however, this volume offers a range of fascinating and useful attempts at
tackling the difficult task of studying the materiality of inscribed writing. As many chapters
demonstrate, paying attention to the materiality of inscriptions cannot in and of itself provide
a full understanding of these complex sources. However, it can provide crucial further insights
into our comprehension of these texts from an additional, and often underexplored, perspective.
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As such, the book offers a very substantial contribution to the growing study of the materiality,
visuality, and physicality of ancient inscribed texts.

Rebecca Van Hove
(Université de Liege / College de France)

ARTEMIDORUS, The Interpretation of Dreams, translated by Martin Hammond, with an
introduction and notes by Peter Thonemann, Oxford, Oxford University Press,
2020. 1 vol. 19,6 X 12,9 cm, 416 p. ISBN : 9780198797951.

Peter THONEMANN, An Ancient Dream Manual: Artemidorns’ The Interpretation of
Dreams, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2020. 1 vol. 13,8 X 21,6 cm, 256 p.
(Cultural Heritage Law And Policy). ISBN : 9780198843825.

Le traité d’interprétation des réves d’Artémidore de Daldis, rédigé en grec vers 200 ap.
J.-C., ne fait incontestablement pas partie du canon des sources des historiens; le style tres
prosaique de cet auteur lui retire aussi toute chance d’étre lu pour ses qualités littéraires. Ni
la Collection des Universités de France, ni la Loeb Classical 1ibrary ne 'ont encore fait entrer dans
leur catalogue. Ce n’est pourtant pas un texte oublié, seulement un texte négligé. Depuis
une quinzaine d’années cependant, la curiosité qu’il suscite, comme en général 'histoire des
usages du réve dans le monde gréco-romain, semble se faire plus soutenue. Il faut dire que les
Oneirokritika &’ Artémidore sont précieux pour qui s’intéresse aux techniques divinatoires gréco-
romaines. C’est a la fois un traité théorique, un manuel d’interprétation de themes oniriques et
une collection de réves. Ces deux volumes devront étre considérés comme une étape marquante
pour permettre a Artémidore de gagner en visibilité dans les travaux historiques.

Le premier de ces deux livres (abrégé HT) est une traduction anglaise des Oneirokritika
due a Martin Hammond, sans le texte grec. Elle est précédée d’une introduction (HT, p. x1-
xxvi), de notes explicatives, plutot historiques (HT, p. 233-303), de notes sur I’établissement
du texte (HT, p. 305-310) et d’index, pour n’en citer que les éléments essentiels. L’introduction
et les notes explicatives sont de Peter Thonemann, les notes sur établissement du texte étant
de Martin Hammond. Le second volume (abrégé ici T) est du seul P. Thonemann. C’est une
sorte de companion de la traduction (HT, p. vi). En douze chapitres, il aborde une série de
thématiques : corps, sexualité et genre, monde naturel, cité, culture littéraire, dieux, concours et
des fétes, statuts et valeurs sociales, 'empire et, enfin, la survie du texte.

Ces deux livres vont rendre 'usage d’Artémidore plus facile, ne serait-ce que par la nou-
velle division du texte que propose la traduction. Certains chapitres des Oneirokritika sont tres
longs. Un de ceux sur les dieux, le 11, 36, s’étend sur plus de six pages dans I’édition Teubner de
Pack'. Difficile dans ces conditions de retrouver rapidement un passage précis. M. Hammond
propose une subdivision des chapitres en paragraphes dont il faut souhaiter qu’elle fasse école.
Les intertitres qu’il utilise sont aussi précieux pour se repérer. Par ailleurs, les deux livres sont
dotés d’index précis. Celui de la traduction (HT, p. 311-372) permet de savoir si tel objet appa-
rait comme theme onirique ou dans la réalisation du réve. Trois cartes, répétées dans chaque
volume, permettent d’apprécier I'étendue du monde d’Artémidore.

Cette traduction anglaise n’est pas la premiére. Les chercheurs anglophones en avaient
déja deux 2 leur disposition : celle de Robert J. White?, remplacée il y a peu par celle de Daniel

1. R.A.Pack (éd.), Artemidori Daldiani Onirocriticon 1ibri 17, Leizpig, 1963.

2. RJ.WnrtE, The Interpretations of Dreams: The Oneirocritica of Artemidorus (transl.), Park Ridge NJ,
1975.



