Dismantling the Medieval studies the paradoxical relationship
of the early modern canonesses of Bouxieres abbey with the
medieval past of their institution. While various documen-
tary, material, spatial, and immaterial legacies of that past
remained a crucial presence in the convent’s narrative of self,
the canonesses also used and manipulated them to pursue
and justify drastic changes in their organization and lifestyle.
Thanks to an unusually rich and varied body of evidence,

we are able to reconstruct in unprecedented detail this elite
convent’s memory culture over a period of more than two
centuries. We see how it was expressed and how it evolved,
and what were the factors that drove forward its development.
The resulting image of a highly flexible memorial culture
helps us to explain how and why it lived on throughout many
crises and transformations, including even the abbey’s disso-

lution in 1791.
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Eighteenth-century Seal of the Chapter of Bouxieres Abbey.

Nancy, BST, 132, fol. 15r. Impression made on 28 August 1765.
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