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Abstract: This research project concerns the formation of
Buddhist initiation ritual practices in medieval China,
focusing primarily on images on murals and in
manuscripts that have been discovered in the region of
Dunhuang, northwestern China, over the last century, in
combination with contemporaneous textual sources, such
as liturgical manuals, stela inscriptions, and monastic
biographies. Up to now, scholarship on initiation practices
in medieval China has primarily relied on textual sources
to outline three discrete Buddhist initiation systems—i.e.
monastic ordination, mass precept conferral, and Esoteric
consecration. Breaking with this firmly established, text-
oriented narrative of distinct initiation traditions, visual
data attests to the formation of a highly syncretic ritual
praxis in medieval China that was adaptable to various
doctrinal, social, and geographical contexts. Based on a
combination of visual and textual sources that span the
formative period between the sixth and the tenth
centuries, this project will explore: 1) the patterns of
formation and coalescence of Buddhist initiation
practices; 2) the transformation of Buddhist initiation
from a private monastic ceremony into a mass public
ritual; 3) the emergence of lay-oriented iconography as
practical aids for the performance of initiation rituals; and
4) the changing dynamics of interactions between secular
and monastic communities in the context of the wholesale
secularization of Buddhism in medieval China.

For a complete overview of current projects at the Ghent
Centre for Buddhist Studies (GCBS), please see
https://research.flw.ugent.be/en/gcbs.
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This Dinhuang manuscript preserved at the British Library
is highly remarkable, since it is the earliest dated
manuscript found among the Diinhuang manuscripts,
dating from 406 CE, copied only a few decades after the
first caves were excavated at Mogao. The date is provided
in the colophon after the end of the text copy.

This manuscript is not only important because of
originating from the early 5™ century, but also because it
constitutes one of the earliest witnesses of the pratimoksa
(“precepts/prohibitions’) of the Sarvastivada School (which
originally flourished in Gandhara and north-west India) in
China. The text is a unique version of the pratimoksa, and
there is no direct parallel of this version included in the
canonical collections. Additionally, the text is highly
interesting based on the character forms it uses, and for
researching the diachronic development of character forms
in Dunhuang manuscripts. Many of these forms are
difficult to identify and the rendering of the text here is
highly dependent on the masterful edition by Inokuchi
Taijun.®! Usually, I follow his interpretations, and only
occasionally an alternative reading is suggested in the
footnotes. In fact, the variant characters were the focus of
the internship assignment, and the “edition” is only a by-
product. Since there is no digitized and searchable version
of the text available, as far as we know, we decided to
eventually make it accessible in the DMCT and the
Database Newsletter.

As for the variant character forms of the
manuscript, 814 were extracted and imported into the
“Variant Module” of DMCT. The character forms of this
text can be visualized as a list here: https://www.database-
of-medieval-chinese-
texts.be/views/variant/showVariant.php?tag=Stein%20797.
The aim of this “edition” is not to truthfully convey all
original features of the manuscript (as aimed for in the
“diplomatic” versions of the XML marked-up manuscripts
in the Text Module of DMCT) but to provide a tentative
and searchable version of the text (which is not included in
CBETA). Accordingly, also no punctuation is provided,
since this would have gone far beyond the timeframe of the
internship assignment. Occasionally, I inserted some
remarks concerning the features of the text (which seems to
have been assembled by gluing several sections together,
probably copied by several different hands).

0 Wu Taoyu was a MA student at the Department of Languages and Cultures at Ghent University and worked on this manuscript in the

context of her MA internship for the Database of Medieval Chinese Texts.

¢! Inokuchi Taijun #: / [1Z%% . “Chiic Ajia shutsudd no ritsuten Hr9%7 > [177 4= DFEEHL” In Ritsuten shisé no kenkyi ¢ {FEAE DT
%%, ed. by Sasaki Kyogo {4 K ZUE, pp. 183-204. Tokyo: Heirakutera shoten, 1981.
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Tentative edition

$.797r-001 CICICICICICTES () (1] OOOOOOOOnOnnn
$.797r-002 CICICICIC] (461 0901 OO0 OO OO

$.797r-003 25 Fr4£8 (4 2ERE L T I I I

$.797r-004 FEREELTEEE A (7] CIICICIC IO CCIC ]

$.797r-005 EEEAE R R IO (0] BELEE

$.797r-006 #5H: R ETTEE A %/ b IO [R] () AEE0ET (2]
$.797r-007 EEER BT T e IV M R B F s DA R

$.797r-008 5k . AL 55 A i TS A SN RS R
S.797r-009 AT I B AR AI DA B4 TR RS

$.797r-010 Z5HL ARG E KT A B H DAE T EERE
$.797r-011 HUBRE FLE Ty A e B siB R A1 AR R

$.797r-012 RS akAL [HF] (3 b AT A
$.797r-013 {E R RaE R TR TR SR DU ZR R E A L R U o
S.797r-014 JI—READ LS ZE IR BB EELE 3L 11 /¢ T A HE AT
$.797r-015 F4 4 RSELL 3R 0B = RIS R OB R 3

$.797r-016 BEARFF > J0H = (0 bl B AR SRR AR AL

$.797r-017 #th Fr AL B LT B S — (i b2 o A

$.797r-018 Fth EALEE TR [3] SRS

8.797r-019 JELE Fr RUEHESE N ELERF A BRR B RS — i 0
8.797r-020 5 tE FrRLERE A HY 2 A B i R e (8 T4l i B e i

$.797r-021 FHEIERERAE B4 — i )

$.797r-022 F5LE bl & BB B — (i

$.797r-023 F5LE FARA SR E F C e B A Sk (4] it
$.797r-024 1 (5] hEME+ T RSB B — M
$.797r-025 FLEEAGEE & (MR %50 (6] T RHBIBIE £ — P
$.797r-026 F5LE A0 B AR M B B e A M BRSO
S.797r-027 £ EA LB R EEEF— WA

$.797r-028 F5LE - # L BHE BT AN S NSO BOR TE R 23
$.797r-029 TR IR BB B S IEM A E AL
$.797r-030 R B H— G~

$.797r-031 F5LE F (AT LASEAI 2 o BIAL R S5 357 Bl
$.797r-032 HYF - F OB R OIS R BN ST

$.797r-033 H3tr B FIAL U S22 0 53 B B 0

S.797e-034 VR {1515 20 RB A I B R A 4]

$.797r-035 LY BIE LRI S A BB 2t — 03—
$.797r-036 K F [7] T4 TTHEERI &I B WA
$.797r-037 EEBIPELL R RHMEH LR EEEE LT
$.797r-038 BB R BRI ELL T = SE B

$.797r-039 G BE B (H M = HA I B E R HE =

$.797r-040 18437 3

S.797c-041 ~ [8) FLLEEBI B HEALL GBI BE—ERE S
S.797r-042 BUHAR BB 3E £ 25 4 Bttt b e LA B L Fr 2
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8.797r-043 JAE 2 L IERR B ] EEE F AR AN L EE Fr Al s A 7
8.797r-044 BRI 2 A KIEE AL (Ebfr) Frait RIBERE AL
S.797r-045 ZHEFHREITE LL BT E 2 H A LRt e F
8.797r-046 .LBIRR G U A SR RLR G L A AAEE
8.797r-047 Al H{THE S WA S EEA S A HA 5 A AE
8.797r-048 LE - EE{E = H A E A M BIRLR G & A SR AR
8.797r-049 H—h—7E— /K —FUHELEBLE 7 AR R St
8.797r-050 AH{EBI L FELL Pl f BB LE B 8 =3 =k
8.797r-051 ERetaiEE A H & =&~ (9]

8.797r-052 J5EE L AE RIS sh BN R AL TR HE 1R 228

8.797r-053 S B HLAH ISR NEe R RN B tE el E

8.797r-054 BRI H IR ERE S B A ARG AR R 2 thas 3t [H] (%1
8.797r-055 2SN LBHIFEIGHENAHL [B] (TF)
8.797r-056 W25 HLEE P S S HE S BRI Bt A A (JUTH)
8.797r-057 J 0 A RESR Z SIRFTH R NS MR R 57
8.797r-058 (i HIE 2 A LU SR R AR A AT B e T i L
8.797r-059 B LE Fr Bl & e = A M A S A P Ry et 27 LA
8.797r-060 ik AFEIE W ARIE S/ A BN A R4 B (FILE
8.797r-061 HZ SR (A1) #OEEANRHATLZS HEEILIREAE
8.797r-062 Fftr OB S HERE AL AT F RS,
S.797r-063 75 Fiel Bh s i /2 (0 Rt b g b B L R fE 2
8.797r-064 HEHIL LM BEE N HiaEEIL L EEH =
8.797r-065 B IRAIFUEER HEE () EH=SEEEE
8.797r-066 53 —aRfg b

8.797r-067 ~ FEEE AAIEHEEIUARELE K [10] EIESZ LA iR &
8.797r-068 HEEFk (F 28T FIFT A1V F 2 8 ERR PRI A B4 =
8.797r-069 A R THREM Rk (Fo) BbapESsHEEZE
8.797r-070 HEAHREUR LA = Ft = i R 5RA & T A 2R 5
8.797r-071 MENA L TR EEEM LR R 2 O ERAZ
8.797r-072 BLE L fE RS ERIUMEL O BUER A ZE LK
S.797r-073 SE L L EEH A~ =7 o7 BREEREERA B E =
8.797r-074 R{G AR 770

8.797r-075 ~ WER -+ =M /AL EIE ESUAERHE —
8.797r-076 JUA & X A EEE (g g ) D H R A B L i

8.797r-077 JEfSFF =3A L it LA & 2 JUBHHE R —H P
8.797r-078 {i§ & & S EEERR S LSRN e B s = 1

8.797r-079 \LMRTEFT LARIEL % TR EERG B A B TROMPRE(FEE
8.797r-080 S i vl R (1 B AF RS & AL G A
8.797r-081 J5EH AR R EERE S A BB E AR T T AR 5+
8.797r-082 N EERR R By B HIURED Fofd A FRECE (R 2 IR

S.797r-084 >
S.797r-085 ~ K& #R eV A H 2K BER AR 7Y
S.797r-086 ~ Fbb M EL L A FRERAAYN A R B = i el EE =
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S.797r-087 E[ SRV AL fid 2t - D IEREVT R K ER IR

S.797r-088 ‘& FEH. AT = A0t AR eV

S.797r-089 ~ b E P E R AR SUEAE AN A R Z SEE
S.797r-090 WA HR {2 - VD IERE TR AR I MRKER R

S.797r-091 & & FE AT = At A fErg T 2k — e ATk
S.797r-092 FHLL FrafEcAR 7 F = RO R EL o F A TR

S.797r-093 $57

S.797r-094 ~ KERHHEIEIT R KA EY H K EERAFARE

S.797r-095 ~ Etb AT AR H A MER S EIGEFTR R ER
S.797r-096 15 &4+ H i+ H EH B T2

S.797r-097 ~ b EATE 2 g I F] H B e R R F e =R B4
S.797r-098 —15 & eI T

S.797r-099 ~ b AT {40 H 3 e Al e (R 15 A R E
S.797r-100 ¥5=~7 2 EWE Rt 5 Ry s A B R B EE &K — H
S.797r-101 A HRE B E Eer NBERGZ RIFRECE

S.797r-102 ¥z 542

S.797r-103 ~ FEtE eI BB e KE BRERE TR AR
S.797r-104 ~ b E{FIEREE LD B e iU R ER A B I TR S B2
S.797r-105 ~ FEtb R IEEE RE Kin 2 KRG & EiE 1T i
S.797r-106 H R 4% & MEF Z a8 R3S R B PTBl e 1Ok R
S.797r-107 (i

S.797r-108 ~ b Fr Al PN RO BER 4~ SR e IR R
S.797r-109 E X Z R HFHEXRF LR U —C 2 U =% =4
S.797r-110 KE AN S RZ EZECEITE AR

S.797r-111 FLb - RHE RS B R EREE R AR Z L
S.797r-112 E3RE RS /AL B R E Rm e TEARRIE]
S.797r-113 HEEILAEER L Fr B8 R Bl RE R dm R RIEE 2 H
S.797r-114 BERERAESEFFHRIL R ERAE K EEE
S.797r-115 ¥z 542

S.797r-116 ~ FEtb b REREHEEARLE () FRCEREARZE
S.797r-117 bE eI E R M4 2 P /A H bE B BN 2 H s B LA 3R
S.797r-118 —RHFIF 5 4 R R IFERARE R EAFRE A
S.797r-119 {HEHE I I T RIRME 2 BE A SR E TR L 2
S.797r-120 fEEKE B R EE EIE TR K42

S.797r-121 ~ FtbEE 4~ 4 [11] KREHZEFITREARE SR EELE SR
S.797r-122 B EF KEPEFIREERE R LEZ 2 H

S.797r-123 b S R VAR EZ LR E 88630 (JH) HIVE
S.797r-124 ZtRE#E [12] 22 {8 NES S ITFF A SF T B
S.797r-125 ZEREHRAHEEEIE R FEF TR (F) EHE
S.797r-126 FEEHRM AGEF BT () SHAREEA (40)
S.797r-127 A NE By ERAAE A EERE L B b B e B ZB 0 (B R B 7 {5 N
S.797r-128 ‘E F tE - ATEEtE E S ESE T T AL E R AR E
S.797r-129 (FENZ LE et (35) ARE SR L H =R KK SHK
S.797r-130 FHH =ZERERE (&4 [15E]) ) [13) BUK FARNEREAMILERE
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S.797r-131 ZFH VIR AR /N IR EIE TR K4S NS E
S.797r-132 ‘B B Ee FATATA K E R EASHEEE

S.797r-133 ¥R 7 EE IS K EF 2R

S.797r-134 ~ Eb N2 T REREREREITE R FE

S.797r-135 ~ #Fibirz [ 2] [14] BERAEREEITE AR
S.797r-136 ~ EtbZ T F (FB) ERME X ZRERERETHARE
S.797r-137 ~ ELb &K & Wi/ S AK SR SR BT A5 [15]
S.797r-138 ~ Elb A RAKEAGE RN TR AR R A6
S.797r-139 SEE BTk (TR K42

S.797r-140 ~ ELb P ERIERTT NS S HIEEE ERETTR R
S.797r-141 ~ FbESIEREILRERE (B2 LEEEITELIE
S.797r-142 ~ Eb b FESIREYER N IEEEITE g
S.797r-143 ~ ELb RSB YIINE JEEIT R K42

S.797r-144 ~ FthERPE HEEYIIRE ERETTR K7

S.797r-145 ~ FEltb & RAE -+ HEEEITR AR

S.797r-146 ~ HELLEEHH (FT) FEZSAR R SFE KFr ik EREITE g
S.797r-147 L R EFprsssE N g T HE G E S H EHAHE
S.797r-148 [ItE RihE g e AR

S.797r-149 ~ Eh b Z R AEFREI AR T EE X ERETR 2
S.797r-150 ~ b BRI R # R el amk T Eb e fEX
S.797r-151 FFH Rl AN ELE e 3 & R A4S L AT /AE L R ENE]
S.797r-152 EERAEAH &2 58 42 FE(EERAL TR IA0 s N af 2 By IR b ek
S.797r-153 FAK BIRANE 2 T35 < B (R AR i R IE
S.797r-154 B & RIGE L HLE Fr(E & sB A THE <
S.797r-155 K ER K L E ERETR I 42

S.797r-156 ~ HibEZbEKE (1H) EBEEERAEZEFREILRE
S.797r-157 ‘&8l 7 35 EL \ K E i IEE BB EE TR 5E

S.797r-158 ~ Etb = A Z R EL /\+HEE+H KRB HE
S.797r-159 1§21 2 K ZBATES 2 2 HE [16] BHAEZE
S.797r-160 % JFE T IE + H R o2 H ERE T K 5E

S.797r-161 ~ #Etb b= HZEBER AT/ H I A E 54 &
S.797r-162 FE A HTTES B MR R =K M BRI 37

S.797r-163 — R bE ARG ISR Y M 7S H 3 1 & e 1T
S.797r-164 442

S.797r-165 ~ HEb A AEEES+AHBE+AHE [17) FE%:
S.797r-166 A\ EEE TR K42

S.797r-167 ~ HELbEAIfGYTE AFHEERE [18] Tk AR
S.797r-168 ~ 5 Lh b B 7 el ff tH B DU A {55 DU
S.797r-169 —F &k _FH s fk — & HRE VU H R AT

S.797r-170 J5 2 B ¥ — il 2+ H il H ECE T A1
S.797r-171 ~ WEERHHENT I K2 AT S IEE L i 3
S.797r-172 Ff = [MgEACAR R IL O SR AF 2

S.797r-173 ~ KEBRILT R ELIE Y H AR E R AR

S.797r-174 ~ EbEEHIBISEER AT ~ BILEMEABL TR LR
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S.797r-175 ~ FLbERER AN KR ~ BEIL TR IEFERERR AT ER (L)
S.797r-176 ~ FHtbfr B RO HNsER 44E (BREHET) [19]
S.797r-177 ~ FELE AR AFIERACE T — A K i

S.797r-178 ~ b [RIARSZ KA RSt R EE PR R k42

S.797r-179 ~ b Frla AR KA GR35 bh B [m] A2 (6 30 E T i A 7,
S.797r-180 _ N A BB R b2

S.797r-181 ~ FEtbEATE ARG B ARV R S A JERY) =

S.797r-182 {a] FHLL (e W EsEE R e F

S.797r-183 ~ b b E s < B = B A A R LE DT 2 -7 H e DASE:
S.797r-184 57 7 S B P IRIBRNEE 4 N e BB E I TR

S.797r-185 ~ b A EACEEBT TR AR K52

S.797r-186 ~ Etb A& 2L B A [20]) RFEHAER AE2

S.797r-187 ~ b BAPEER AR L Fr ok > K2 o s A I RX PR A2
S.797r-188 ~ b FHUfg 7 A BABAR AR EFIFEE H A TN

S.797r-189 FfiliA Ba R il AL BAFE AR B LR B iR AR H RER 2 HE
S.797r-190 ~ FEtE AR FEE [21]) N B B A AT EEER] 5
S.797r-191 AL BfERLEFH LR ~ B ARL AR E P ERL

S.797r-192 HEE B ASEES HfEES [22) HitEXAREES

S.797r-193 fESEFS M aR B (FIE I e

S.797r-194 ~ FEtbaZEZFE (i) LEREREE IR R ACES M 55
S.797r-195 EHEHNEM (M) FeEfaFEE AL S HREES

S.797r-196 HFEIEE R B F R IEE IR

S.797r-197 ~ b e AE MR L EARABIRAIR 2 A PR DL B B4k
S.797r-198 FEALEA R PR ~ AELL R AIK A R ETUERE (B ER) BIRE
S.797r-199 Z NRIEM e ~ Hib e K EeiEfEEEER (&)
S.797r-200 M HETI R HTEPEES THE 2 B E i e ()

S.797r-201 ~ FEbb A28 Bl m B & F B K i

S.797r-202 ~ FHib e ZEE AH (23] AlbmEsR&k Ltz

S.797r-203 ~ FEtb ErBeRtb 5 AR E At Efesi &0 ki

S.797r-204 ~ b dtth B e R ETT R BN T SRR 45 5 8 A ER o

S.797r-205 s I E H 735 B A WS B E T E A 2L

S.797r-206 £ER %%

S.797r-207 ~ FEtbEdttb RfERE#EfM G (7K) [24] ST KA IRK P ISR
S.797r-208 ~ Etb EFFR ZIEFEIL el AR  BHILESIEREIL R EfEROR K5
S.797r-209 ~ FEtb b RfERFRRAN AR~ b B\ BE AL RE AR
S.797r-210 ~ FEtb 2 & AL E i A febr HR &M EERG (B thr/efftprEX
S.797r-211 [EEZ EEFHEGH ~ Hihh e/ NafRGE K

S.797r-212 AR B R4S B A R B S i &

S.797r-213 ~ b E B G e & 480U 2k 1EEE 4 o4 [25]) HhibfE
S.797r-214 £iETE e — B — B EH N IR B AR A

S.797r-215 (¥ {45t

S.797r-216 ~ b EATE A TEA R ZEE I E R AL HER

S.797r-217 B155Z W = #4345 18 R UM K2 HUN = SR EF & &

S.797r-218 #pEEREE Fr 3t oy 2 BUE 2R
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S.797r-219 ~ FtbmH PR RN AR SR RCEE A RER
S.797r-220 {HiERL B 42 N = A R =) a7
S.797r-221 ~ FELh ERIE B R G KR MR NG S B A R E
S.797r-222 ~ FAERATHEAM AR A G S ME ) VP 2 e R

S.797r-223 Fh M B EaE 2 N ARE ~ BLERZREE IR AR
S.797r-224 (FR7K)  (FEED) HE ~ Eth EfEileEa H E e AR A SR PG RUHER 1
S.797r-225 (fiHEREIERRMR) CHERtL/y2iHLeiiat) [26] mAFERNEAIE RS NRERESHE
S.797r-226 #iEZR FHAEE R LR

S.797r-227 FEEL e MK A R R 2

S.797r-228 ~ # (LhFr) MEEE EEMENENPAE R IR (REERHE) (Z8E) [27])
S$.797r-229 ~ FHth FAFERE R S0 2 N AR R

S.797r-230 ~ Fth T H i eI NE RS B LGSR

S.797r-231 ~ Fth Bl LS A ARG BN GE LR

S.797r-232 ~ b A R& 2 HE F 1R —fE i K ER

S.797r-233 ~ b EH FIR& g A AB LS R BE RO R
S.797r-234 ~ Fth e HAHIEETER AT TR K12

S.797r-235 ~ Fth b FAHRE S HER TSR B LU 42

S.797r-236 ~ Fth AL ARG At - D IR — e N AR A+
S.797r-237 ~ HLb A aRtb e BRI E EH A B RER 2 ENE
S.797r-238 B A B L ALE S EE B LE L TP EE A E R AR
S.797r-239 5EHE BN KA AR s B 2L A\ A gE [28]

S.797r-240 ~ FELL RN BEHAK B X FHEAREF R Rt
S.797r-241 F35 BRI N IPRR R

S.797r-242 ~ FLh T (&) EERERERE IR

S.797r-243 ~ FEhFIARZ A (N) [-(F8# 15K A

S.797r-244 ~ b SRR EFIG AT A EEEE

S.797r-245 SSRGS AR FRE = EiEE L R ETE

S.797r-246 fii (F) [29) 2 4 SMEREERCIE L IEIE T AR
S.797r-247 FEEEMIESEE B AE R R =i

S.797r-248 SLHEFHE R BN E BB S T 7 (E

S.797r-249 MES HIFEAEHE TR E B A TG it S B

S.797r-250 SEE L AF M ER 5 EA A RO EERR

S.797r-251 HlZ Hitb R E S B EtL BB =K

S.797r-252 HUEE S IRBEE R Sl E S A EE R AR
S.797r-253 ~ FLh e fFEIR O EREE RN ZE L ok K&
S.797r-254 H/ NS EEAAG RG22 G EREL A 5 2R AL e

S.797r-255 =B AR d R

S.797r-256 ~ b/ DiIERRETIR () MEZSTEMVE P2 2
S.797r-257 SEfS#JE E [30) 54K EAME =B RElEH
S.797r-258 S B ER B N ERRBfaas 77 (f8)
8.797r-259 S =F7Er HIFE I SR BB B bh AR = HZE R0
S.797r-260 B EFRH 2 HIDEE N EEIL R ERH =S
S.797r-261 (ZEAR EisiB@EEEH —SENEE SRS DL
S.797r-262 = ZiEig R IINE S IE ZiE b TIN5
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S.797r-263 REfEsELE L& U HTAISAELL B HHEA & E S AR
S.797r-264 ALk Fr i 1 1 2R b2

S.797r-265 ~ FELb AP BN K AR E S E YR AU NHGE B BUR K
S.797r-266 2~ [31] BN M EREREY (588 &EN ALY
S.797r-267 s E L BUEAEF R L E

S.797r-268 ~ EtbLEEHKEIER &= B E—EIES (F) NEREE
S.797r-269 ~ FEtb i f AR R G B E AR IR M EE R & &
S.797r-270 Mt F. H E — H %4 H W H 25835 K 2578 28 8 PR

S.797r-271 {E{THEILEERG <+

S.797r-272 ~ HbERAEZIE (5 Emi% 2 KR

S.797r-273 ~ FEHE A A (EAth O RR AR B B R S

S.797r-274 ~ FEtb B FHEMIR NAHE BB K12

S.797r-275 ~ FEtbE EFOKELAE A [R] [32]) R4E

S.797r-276 ~ b B A\ [E = R R

S.797r-277 ~ b R N BOAR LM 2 SR AR L iR 2

S.797r-278 ~ 5 bE e A\ SR T FREIZEFES 5 B Bt 4 P T

S.797r-279 WNELNjdiAs E ek B R DR e R P

S.797r-280 ~ b EEith B fEAR DA X E e DIBE R IR IGES
S.797r-281 ERe K47~ BLb A Rfh =iRsEsg AFEMEE =M (R)
S.797r-282 IR EAEMR A I = AR (FEE A FES LM Aduti =00z

S.797r-283 Jfg ~ FHEb L N [EIETT R EM N TE R A t+

S.797r-284 ~ b I EIEI T 2B AR AR

S.797r-285 ~ b E DI AEA W H R AT KR LE DRI B2 K
S.797r-286 FER G HHVF BEUEMR

S.797r-287 ~ FEtb BT HIEE N ETEAR S IR F 42

S.797r-288 ~ FEtbEigZ H HIL E R E LU FTAKIUATE &

S.797r-289 F4E 7 M B s 7 M B B R (A1) Figi kg
S.797r-290 ~ b FrILEH TV NS e R AR

S.797r-291 ~ FEtb i FHEEES A EEACE ERILLE

S.797r-292 LA K s 4S Al B aB i P bh A B 5

S.797r-293 T[5> =FliESY BIER

S.797r-294 ~ FELbEAERM (th) AegBrE R NgibAe R A E K
S.797r-295 R HRGIE L E

S.797r-296 ~ FEEE ErigEN S A K EE

S.797r-297 ~ FELbEAEEAE ek (] [33] 4B AR

S.797r-298 J\+F5EE FrIERE ANTTE 0 AN A BT o K2R Hops e
S.797r-299 BT Kk sE [34]

S.797r-300 ~ b EfFABRAIRE E 20k FE R E e () $eEHE) (NLA—FH) [35]
S.797r-301 ~ FELbEfEEAE [36] Fr&iE4AER [37] & (H) (EBRALMEREIE
S.797r-302 ~ b HE 2R B AR IER 7S I B i i~ 28 2R K f

S.797r-303 ~ b EfEfEM L FER VUR BEERI AT E R 4odg (BRI AEWEN ) (WE30) [38]
S.797r-304 ~ FEtb EfFIETEIER =i BRI AT a8 R 2

S.797r-305 ~ b A E RSN EAR AN AR AR S PR AR A E R A &
S.797r-306 ASATILEAIKK  (HBLMESHRTNBSLUDNEEAR) (S el —Hmsi 2 t) [39]
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S.797r-307 ~ FEER LR AT S RFELD s A5 F = R

S.797r-308 F A FLL Fr G FERIRFF 2 [40]

S.7971-309 ~ KE RV A& e A H AE A FERR T

S.797r-310 ~ FEtbEfieE (AN EIEHM L R e B Itb RENE B E A

S.797r-311 BLE BB S A RILER B RN EUEEE [41]

S.797r-312 ~ FEtb 2N E S B EE AT/ i EfE S

S.797r-313 BARESEBAREAREHLE Fr BV E BE > Akl H R HEEE i

S.797r-314 BTN LR JEEELL A SRHILE B RE

S.797r-315 |E#EFELE R EVE B B ME L kiR ST 2

S.797r-316 JUZERN B LN AU S E

S.797r-317 ~ FELb AR FEESR A A FE AR G5 EE Fras

S.797r-318 fEZ < BENENE H H B L Eskig

S.797r-319 S A2z (Hb) BELGENEFEEE [42]

S.797r-320 ~ FELbEfTEAN EFF (FIEEMGEE) tEEAERMERARE

S.797r-321 {EAF[ESMZ B AR BNV BEGERE AN

S.797r-322 JRAAZ B ERENE B EEHR S N BILEIERE L

S.797r-323 i EEAE

S.797r-324 ~ WA ERIUEAUE S AR S MEEIL aEmcR

S.797r-325 JHF MRk R EL O FE IR 2 [43])

S.797r-326 ~ RKEEREL P ksl B EERRAR A H 2K E SR AF

S.797r-327 (fUgeE % M) (ZEEEEM) [44] ~AETEHERES X NZEE (G EdnEEET RS
(TMEREMEFETE) [45]

S.797r-328 ~ AR EEJEEM BT  ~ FER [46) ZEE/EM S ZEE

S.7971-329 ~ AEAIFEEREMGEMLEE ~ PSURFEEEEEM 35 XA ZE e

S.797r-330 ~ AEA1% [47) SFJREMGHSCNEE ~ NMSUWE G JEER X g e

S.797r-331 ~ F154g (48] — R EREM LS HEIHGA HE NS IRIFAEE e a5 XA ZE e

S.797r-332 ~ AEHEREMIE YGRS UNERE ~ NS E M E/EM 3% ] zg e+ —

S.797r-333 ~ & [ 2] [49] BEEMEBNETT ~ N N EIE S UnEE

S.7971-334 ~ FEEEIRFNIEE ~ NS I UnEE

S.797r-335 ~ ‘B PEEELELESUNEE (ZL0) [50] ~ ERERT AN S

S.797r-336 ~ B [51] FrANE GNZEE ~ & BAAT NS AAEE T AN X AZEE

S.797r-337 ~ ‘B HMAI NS LA LN SCNEEE ~ REIET AN [52]) 2EE

S.797r-338 ~ AGIEHAL NG X AMERTE ~ EIRAT AN SGNEEE
8.797r-339 ~ EWEZMNG SCNZEE ~ MIBEEYT AN (53] #OUnZEE

8.797r-340 ~ FFBIEAANGR MRS ~ MFHEIT AN XN

S.797r-341 ~ AGEHTANE X AMERE ~ MFEIHT AN AN EEE

S.797r-342 ~ AMGEBANF X AMEEE ~ MFEIRIT AN ANEEE

S.797r-343 ~ AMGEBILNF X AMEEE ~ MHEHTHETT ANESCGNEEE

S.797r-344 ~ AG[EAE AL NS N ERE A 15 RAR AR T A NS SCNEEE

8.797r-345 ~ MGRACLAEM AN X WEE ~ MELUNEME BT AN S

S.797r-346 ~ AMGLFPEMLE FANESCGNEEE ~ AMEREEER BT AWNECGIEEE

8.797r-347 ~ AEEERELIE FRNFE SN ~ MEIEEEE BT ANGSSCGNZEE

8.797r-348 ~ & (15) PWEEXEAE EANFHCGNETE (AP AERENETESHE=R) (REREMEERE
IR E3Rt) [54]

https://www.datab f-medieval-chi texts.be Contact: Christoph.anderl@ugent.be Editorial assistant: Xuting Wang Page | 47



Newsletter P21 i ISSUE #02

A collaborative project of Ghent Centre for Buddhist Studies 2240, Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddfist Studie (2025) version 2.1

ﬁﬂf\?'ETRs.w and Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts

DATABASE OF MEDIEVAL CHINESE TEXTS | "sh»s%

S.797r-349 ~ A1 [55]) BT AN AMEEE ~ A5 (0 BLNHEE
S.797r-350 ~ ASHEETT AW SCIZEE ~ K (1) BB SCZEE

S.797r-351 ~ K (13) #HIEIT AN YAMEEE ~ A5 (%) HELNHENEE
S.797r-352 ~ ASHEEIT AW SRS ~ NS LN GNEEE

S.797r-353 ~ FELUE R E LR LT AN SCNERE ~ 15 LUE R E AR AR N, S sE e
S.797r-354 ~ AEMHETFITANBYMEE ~ NHHETFANZ SCNZEE

S.7971-355 ~ RSB L AL NEE SCIEETE  ~ NS DL FAIEE R O ZEE

S.797r-356 ~ ‘EELVZEMSUGNEETE ~ B OZESRCNEE

S.797r-357 ~ R BRI RS BRI NEEE ~ ZEECE MR T R E
S.797r-358 ~ ¢kt & FAHENFLEFRSCNETE ~ MPZE TTAHEASER UNE (B )
S.797r-359 ~ BERCIANERO [56]) 3 CGEEE ~ BBam DA S NVE S5 e R E
S.797r-360 ~ BAREICNIIROF Y AMEEE ~ NS EEER SCNZEE

S797r-361 ~ A1 [2) [2]) [?2]) [57) 85~ &3 SGNEE ~ NMEHBE RS SCNEE
S.7971-362 ~ AR A ZETE ~ N E NG EH LEE

S.797r-363 ~ AR EHERSGMEETE ~ NMI4EEEH EE

S.797r-364 ~ A (15) [Et? ) [58] FEMCGMERE ~ K (15) SR R
S.797r-365 ~ AHEF-EFSUGNEETE ~ NMISEGU S R E

S.797r-366 ~ NG TF-EER S NEEE ~ BEHE NS RS R E
S.797r-367 ~ FERG it BRI EAN 1518 2 FRIE & A AR

S.797r-368 ~ ZEEMFEAGLARESES IR H ISR U EEE

S.797r-369 ~ AF/EABHE EMEA T NEEE ~ & F sk g e
S.797r-370 ~ BEER IS = e H =3 g e

S.797r-371 ~ BRES/K RN BB SEME e (FReEEAN) [59]
S.797r-372 ~ NEsRAT Fysid sk S g8 e FrHyw

S.797r-373 ~ ANERIEAERAS (Fy) ks OmsE e kREH

S.797r-374 ~ NAFBUEHEAEBEIMS Bt EB G R e FRENR

S.797r-375 ~ ANAE & L EAE BBE R 15 Rysit Ak SOmSE e bR Em

S.797r-376 ~ NALTII RS Foaftl Aaik Sz JE b 2w

S.797r-377 ~ NEACAERS Foaft  Aalk S a2 JE br 2w

S.797r-378 ~ NZBUANG Fysit sk S gg e

S.797r-379 ~ NETEAN1S it iEak g ek % [60]

S.797r-380 ~ N/EHMHHEE 15 Fysil Aas X 2 e bR H%

S.797r-381 ~ NEIAKAG Fysid Ak S g e FrHw

S.797r-382 ~ ALIFFEAMIS BT Ryshi iAok S gg e bR Hom

S.797r-383 ~ A¥bin () fEE EARTS RriftiA ik g fEfR HI%

S.797r-384 ~ AWPHEELIS FR Rk Xz fe bk 2w

S.797r-385 ~ NE KRBT Foaft el X 28 JEFRER

S.797r-386 ~ A& HEFENS FoaftiAal O ZE JEFR R

S.797r-387 ~ AFHRLAS Fysit sk S g e FrHw

S.797r-388 ~ AFFAEZE RS Foaft Aalk Sz JE b 2w

S.797r-389 ~ AFHAFEEIAIG Ryt Ak O 28 JE PR s

S.797r-390 ~ AFFTIAS Fysit ik S g e Fr N

S.797r-391 ~ AFFSFiA1S Rt iz g fEfRHR (GREEHE)

S.797r-392 ~ RIFHAEEL B/ IMEF]hfaik SO R fEFRESH ((FF]UZE)
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S.797r-397 SERCA I = IREAC 7 EE A F IR AT Z

S.797r-398 ~ W EFTRIMASEE AT (FHENRRE) (FUiRiat) (GREmETE
$.797r-399 ~ tL i HAITLE S HAILLE (63] Bk () Bam e

S.797r-400 ~ EALLE ~ F5th FAATHEBLLE #E MBS

S.797r-401 ~ Fith FA TR B2 & B TR ELLIE

S.797r-402
S.797r-403
S.797r-404

FHELEAIEEEEEMA%ItE SEnEleE EEELE
 REREENG & E S B R LENEE i
\ SR E S EE e A TR T EE R A T - = (8 20 fer

S.797-405 33— I [EMB B BEVT R AR AN A AP
S.797r-406 B4 . YuZeath X B TR RS K IL AR A

S.797-407 A FIAC (E1) SRR S A (A RIS 35

S.797-408 75 () $t—E—F—K—FLILEAE(F R [64]

S.797r-409 ~ {25 b FE BT BB AV ACHE T2 35 1 5 By B HHASLL FE 4 IR
S.797r-410 FAE DG B F— PRatde bl ROV B RbFT

S.797-411 ~ SREBAAEFTE S LR By 5 H AT SRR R

S.797r-412 IRE RIFHD BEHFH FRNEE (el

$.79Tr-413 B GRAAC IR S5 I8 By 1AL Al RS

$.7975-414 R IR FEARATIAATAR 0 1k TP L B AT B B B — TR B e
S.79Tr-415 HIBR ARG S 1 P08 E AT g Tl

S.797r-416 EUWERIE HEEEE Lok [65] Ml 4k
S797-417 FHRFRA IR AEEET FEEFE

S.797r-418 $ & 22 TR AR AR A 5 TE 5 o = B LE AT A B SRR RA A
S.797r-419 PEBES, HENEE HEHRE WHEND

$.79Tr-420 B GRAI IR 5 TE 8 B — MG A RS R

S797r-421 —HJRELE EHR(THE EFHEE RAREHN

S.797r-422 {25 L i B SC A AT 4 25 TF 2 oo T FI SR
S.797-423 5 Rtk [66] SRS HERES VNS

S.797-424 LEEHE—Y) MR HEAOE SEEEE

S797-425 HEILRE EPRSH HEGEE BT S

ST9T-426 LEEAH BEED Y PEERE RiAS

S.797-427 EHINUEL R TRt JRRHR DA

S.797r-428 \WHSEEL SEEEEL FIVABTHL SHIBEEK

S.797-429 FHE /o ekl HEEMELE RGBS CHARE

ST9T-430 SHERIE  —UIEE %) EE BRI E SR =R
S.797r-431 L [67])

S.797r-432 R SRR S g Be DA 32 AL e FETE 2Rk

S.797r-433 S EES HIg 2L I HRRES RIES

S.797r-434 SESEFS HISEREHGE R IS RIEE MRS 5E5E

S.797r-435 S iE 22 =57 [68]

S.797r-436 BYITTERIELE (+ A AHKRS) L EGRSUEN R BRI MG OF) MaAneE 22 mEsH

texts.be
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8.797r-437 F [R5 & A E R 5+ A\ B &5 B < #Rp Bt 1

8.797r-438 C T R B H S HEZFIRH A G2

S.797r-439 W =R ETE I SEEB AR Rt TEESLT—FEK OK) B TFEeRlT
S.797r-440 Ky Z= - libte F =5 MR EUE— T+ =E MENHFE=VUREH

S.797r-441 $EEEHVUREES [69] Jiz2t [70) B fhehife /&5 Mt

1] Conventions used in the edition:
2] indicates damaged character forms.
?] indicates that the identification of a character is doubtful.
] indicates an unidentified character form.
indicates characters missing due to damage.
(...) indicates characters inserted to the right of a column in reduced size or characters inserted in reduced size in two columns.
{...} indicates amended characters.
[2] The first six lines are heavily damaged (the paper is torn); the number of missing characters is indicated only by approximation, since
the number of characters per column is varying. Most columns have between 21 and 23 characters.

(
(.
(...
[ ?
[

[3] E This character does not have a Unicode form, but Inokuchi 1981 includes the following image: %&. It is very tentatively regularized
as J& here. Compare the following variant of [ in (/& &} 84 ===#1: 5. Compare variants of & in DMCT: ék (Db-077r-0530-17), i

(BD16444-015-14), . (P-2187r-0052-17), /§ (S2672-018-10). Unfortunately, we did not find parallel passages which could shed light on

the identification of this form. The form also looks quite different from 5% ’i (line 124) below.
[4]) Tentatively regularized as j&.
[ 5] Tentatively regularized as j&.
[ 6] Tentatively regularized as j&.

[ 7] There seems to be a deletion marker to the right of - 5 .
[8] There is a section/emphasis marker preceding the first character. In our rendering of the text, this is represented by “ ~ ”, including

passages below.
[9]) Between lines 051 and 052 there is a seam where two sheets are glued together. There also seems to be a change of hand.

[10]) Originally B LL ., with a reversal marker after [, indicating the sequence bb B

i

A3
[ 11] There are markers to the right of [ and T-: % It is not clear whether these are repetition markers. In terms of the sentence
structure and context, B§ . seems to be fine. The sequence B+ + KE - &3&... is frequently found in Buddhist texts.
[ 12] After each of these five characters, 57 [ & $%, deletion markers are inserted. (See pic 3) o
[13] 1575 is painted over but still recognizable. (See pic 2) The first character is difficult to identify, here tentatively

read as ¥, but it also looks very similar to a 5. Compare the beginning of the next line where both characters appear: %‘ M
g

St e .
F=45. (See pic 1) Picl Pic2  Pic3

(%

o™

WL ST TR
| >
) ol > Y &%
REIEDIDR T 2

[14] ﬁ In Inokuchi 1981 this character is not identified, but based on the form in the manuscript it might possibly
be a H]. Two additional lines in the manuscript have the sequence ...Z A]... (S.797r-134 and S.797r-135).

[ 15] Originally #2245, with a reversal marker between the two characters.

[ 16] Originally H3, with a reversal marker between the characters.

[ 17] Originally H 71, with a reversal marker between the characters.

[ 18] There is a dot next to JE: %’
[ 19] This phrase is inserted after 2 in a smaller size.

[20] There seems to be a deletion marker to the right of fr: &‘:
[21] Originally = 5, with a reversal marker between the characters.
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[22] There is a deletion marker after H: ‘Qsj

[23] There is a marker next to H. Does it indicate deletion or reversal here, or something else? ﬂ‘
[24] Originally (7K) 3.
a
[25] Repetition markers after £l and fr: ?“ this should be resolved as FEFrEE .
[26] These two phrases are inserted next to each other in small script.
[27] These two phrases are inserted next to each other in small script.
[28] The last two characters of the column are slightly damaged because of the seam between two sheets of paper glued together here.
[29]) The & is inserted in small script next to fi# and is probably meant to replace fi#.
[30] Originally JEJJE, with a reversal marker inserted between the two characters.
[31] Originally [A[}A with a reversal marker between the two characters.

[32] This character is nearly entirely scratched out and only vaguely decipherable: @ )
[33] This character was entirely painted over with red color; however, in the course of time the underlying character became faintly ..
readable again:

[34]) Between lines 299 and 300 two sheets of paper are glued together; most likely, there is also a change of hand.

[35] These two phrases are added next to each other in small script.

[36]) This identification is doubtful.

[37]) This identification is doubtful.

[38] These two phrases are added next to each other in small script.

[39] These two phrases are added next to each other in small script.

[40] Two sheets of paper are joined here, and there is a wide gap between lines 208 and 309. Most likely, there is also a change of hands.

[41] Possibly, after line 311 there is another change of hand.

[42] Several characters of this column are partly invisible, since two sheets of paper are glued together here.

[43] Two sheets of paper are joined together here; originally the sheet ending with line 325 continued here, but was glued to a new sheet.
Most likely, there is also a change of hand. The sheet starting from 326 also shows guiding lines.

[44] These two phrases are added next to each other in small script.

[45] These two phrases are added next to each other in small script.

[46] % : 2% should be regularized as 2. The phrase F15£27% is quite frequent in Buddhist canonical texts.

[47] The form in the manuscript is .@. Inokuchi 1981 interprets it as 2. Compare variants in DMCT: w108 100 63012 791350903,

[48] The form in the manuscript is f, which looks at first glance like a variant of Z. Inokuchi 1981 interprets it as zhé i, referring to

‘fold; pleat’. In S.797, several variants of Z¥ are used, only the last one having some resemblance with f:
[ Y = | " |

b o Y 2. e .
$-797r-052-07 S-797r-053-07 S-797r-054-06 S-797r-055-03 S-797r-312-07 S-797r-416-19

[49] ‘g’ : In Inokuchi 1981 the character is not transcribed; possibly, this is a 2.
[50]) This phrase was added with only faintly visible characters.

[51] {: Not identified in Inokuchi 1981.

[52] Originally # ¥, with a reversal marker between the two characters.
[ 53] Originally A A, with a reversal marker between the two characters.
[ 54]) These two phrases are written in small characters next to each other.

[55) r#‘% Interpreted as #% by Inokuchi 1981.
[ 56] Identification of this form is difficult. In Inokuchi 1981 the character is missing.

[57]) The identification of these three characters is difficult: ‘ﬁ ?ﬁ ﬁ In Inokuchi 1981 they are not rendered.
[58]) In Inokuchi 1981 the form is interpreted as 2. The manuscript has ’% which looks like a g, a variant of shi & ‘lick; taste’.
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[59] Two sheets of paper are joined between lines 371 and 372. The new sheet does not have any guiding lines. Most likely, there is also a

change of hands.

[60] Two sheets of paper are glued together between lines 379 and 380. Most probably, no change of hands.

[61] Difficult to identify: % not rendered in Inokuchi 1981.
[ 62] Difficult to identify: **'; not rendered in Inokuchi 1981.

[ 63]) Before # a red line was inserted, probably to indicate that there should be a space or section marker (as in lines 400 or 402).
[64] Two sheets of paper are glued together between lines 408 and 3409. Possibly, a change of hands.

[65] The form in the manuscript is * Inokuchi 1981 interprets it as 7. However, there seems to be a little [ preceding it (%?).
[66] The form in the manuscript is A Inokuchi 1981 interprets it as .

[67] Here, the text ends; the remaining part consists of an epitaph.

[68] Two sheets of paper are glued together between lines 435 and 436. Most probably, a change of hands.

[69] There is a deletion marker to the right of Z5.
[70] There is a deletion marker to the right of 1.

10.News from our partners

——— Collaboration Between DMCT and the Buddhist
Stone Sutras Project, by Manuel Sassmann

The DMCT collaborates with the Buddhist Stone Sutras in
China project to incorporate epigraphic characters into the
Variants database. The long-term project at the
Heidelberger Akademie der Wissenschaften under the
leadership of Prof. Michael Radich (Buddhist Studies) and
Seniorprof. Lothar Ledderose (Chinese Art

History) focuses on the documentation, analysis, and
publication of all Buddhist sutras engraved on stone in
China, beginning from the middle of the 6th century to the
end of the Tang dynasty—whether on rocky cliffs under
the open sky, on the walls of caves, on steles, or stone
slabs. The first batch of material under preparation for
import into the DMCT comprises more than 7000 single-
character images from cliff inscriptions in Shandong of the
late sixth century. The images produced with a grant from
the CCK foundation in 2006 by cutting out single
characters from photographs of rubbings are currently only
accessible through the project website
(https://www.stonesutras.org/characters/).

Their incorporation in the DMCT will facilitate further
systematic comparison between variant characters and the
calligraphic style of manuscripts and stone variants.

The second batch comprises selected variants from images
of stone walls in cave temples of the Tang dynasty in
Sichuan and Shaanxi provinces, which have been published
so far only in print in the project’s book series
(https://www.hadw-bw.de/en/research/research-
center/buddhist-stone-inscriptions-northern-
china/publications). Further material from Shanxi, Hebei,

https://www.datab f-medieval-chi texts.be

Contact: Christoph.anderl@ugent.be

and Henan that will be produced in the next years is
planned to be included in the DMCT after the publication
of the respective printed volumes. The Stone Sutras Project
hopes to refine the description and classification of variants
in their corpus in a dialogue with the DMCT and the
Altergraphy project members. For any questions regarding
the project or the collaboration, please contact Manuel
Sassmann (manue.sassmann@hadw-bw.de).

Sutra2DNA: Using DNA to Encode Buddhist
Digital Heritage, by Marcus Bingenheimer

With regard to information technology, we live through
extraordinary times. In the course of the last 30 years,
much of our analog heritage has been converted into digital
formats. The many character variants in the DMCT are one
example of how analog cultural heritage is captured in the
digital. However, the storage half-life of digitized data is
generally believed to be inferior to print, to the point where
some of the data on optical and magnetic devices are
considered unreliable within 50 years (Hilbert and Lopez
2011; Shah and Elerath 2004). Moreover, digital cultural
heritage is prone to censorship or falsification, especially
where heritage data is produced, distributed, and stored on
the internet.
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One of the solutions for long-term storage of digital
information is to encode data in DNA molecules. The first
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