
The Medicalisation of Abortion: a Step to Equal Citizenship?

Remoteness
• Queensland: 1,3 mil. km2, 5,5 mil. people
• 72% lives in the Coastal cities
• 4,6% identifies as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
• The more remote, the greater the percentage of ATSI

             Availability of Health Care, surgical and medical abortion

              in Australia, resp. Queensland.

Feeling culturally unsafe, disrespected and/or 
misunderstood at general health facilities
• Health gap between non- and Indigenous people
• 300 clinics operated by Aboriginal Community Controlled 

Health Organisations throughout - mainly coastal – Australia

Historical violations of reproductive rights

• Lack of recording      it remains unclear how many children 
were taken from their mothers and communities

• Disguise: welfare policy  aim: cultural assimilation 
                             cultural destruction
• Worse socio-economic status for “Taken Away” than “Not 

Taken away”

There is no Indigenous self-determination without Indigenous gender justice
There is no Indigenous gender justice without restructuring all relations of domination

Criticism of Prof. R. Kuokkanen: 

• This way, well-being of the individual, the community and the people can be achieved
• Separation of the two struggles in soft/social vs. hard/political is a colonial, artificial distinction

RQ1: What is the impact of a provider restriction on groups in vulnerable situations? 
A case study with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People in the area now known as Brisbane

RQ2: How does medicalisation impact the construction of “woman” and “science”? A case study of Australia

Roadmap to a safe abortion in Queensland

Based on M. De Certeau’s Practice of Everyday Life

Pregnancies can be terminated at any stage of gestation
IF the person providing the abortion is a health care practitioner
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Labrador tea is the only thing that would relieve my 
daughter's cramps [but] when it's uh cooked in highly 
concentrated um quantities it can induce an abortion

Strategy: behaviour desired by the powerful                      Tactics: navigation by the non-powerful

He said help us bring back our indigenous Roots! 
Abortions were never in our history […].

I said Is your grandmother alive?
He goes yes 

I said you need to go and speak to her 

Recognizing abortion as a purely medical procedure is often seen as the pathway to liberalised access. However, this discourse also involves a shift in epistemic 
authority —from the woman to the doctor. How can medicalisation align with self-determination? 
Only three countries worldwide have completely decriminalised abortion, meaning that neither the consenting pregnant person nor the doctor performing the 
termination is criminally liable. All three are settler colonies, but only Aotearoa-New Zealand legislates for cultural safety for the Indigenous population.

Marlies Vanhooren HRC UGent
Supervisor: Prof. Yves Haeck

• This braid of gender justice and self-governance transcends a mere return to traditional power systems 

• It fits an Indigenous, holistic worldview to interweave autonomy of the body & autonomy of the land

1. Indigenous-led research by a Community-Based Participatory Approach
Registered midwife experienced in research with Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander People Prof. Judith Dean joins the project as co-promotor

Meeting with the Wiyi Yani U Thangani First Nations Gender Justice Institute: they express interest
Systematic Review: what barriers did current research discover?

Workshops with communities to design the project’s concrete outline, vocabulary, sensitivities & methodology
Qualitative data collection

Workshops to determine if we’re saying, what you told us & what we shall do with the output?

2. Narrative Discourse Analysis
Analysis of Queensland's parliamentary debates and jurisprudence surrounding abortion

Analysis of Australia’s Universal Periodic Review
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