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The Medicalisation of Abortion: a Step to Equal Citizenship?

Recognizing abortion as a purely medical procedure is often seen as the pathway to liberalised access. However, this discourse also involves a shift in epistemic
authority —from the woman to the doctor. How can medicalisation alignh with self-determination?

Only three countries worldwide have completely decriminalised abortion, meaning that neither the consenting pregnant person nor the doctor performing the
termination is criminally liable. All three are settler colonies, but only Aotearoa-New Zealand legislates for cultural safety for the Indigenous population.

RQ1: What is the impact of a provider restriction on groups in vulnerable situations?
A case study with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People in the area now known as Brisbane
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RQ2: How does medicalisation impact the construction of “woman” and “science”? A case study of Australia
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1. Indigenous-led research by a Community-Based Participatory Approach
Registered midwife experienced in research with Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander People Prof. Judith Dean joins the project as co-promotor
Meeting with the Wiyi Yani U Thangani First Nations Gender Justice Institute: they express interest
Systematic Review: what barriers did current research discover?
Workshops with communities to design the project’s concrete outline, vocabulary, sensitivities & methodology
Qualitative data collection
Workshops to determine if we’re saying, what you told us & what we shall do with the output?

2. Narrative Discourse Analysis
Analysis of Queensland's parliamentary debates and jurisprudence surrounding abortion
Analysis of Australia’s Universal Periodic Review
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