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Title: Italian women’s magazines and the First World War: between tradition and transformation 

This paper explores the role of Italian women’s periodicals during the First World War, and focuses on 

how they shaped and negotiated concepts of female identity during a time of significant historical and 

socio-cultural transformation. While some periodicals embraced the opportunities offered by the First 

World War and adopted bold and progressive views on women’s roles and identity, others were more 

hesitant and sought to protect traditional norms and values in the face of the disruptions caused by the 

conflict. 

This paper focuses on La Donna (1904–1968) and Azione Muliebre (1901–1951), two of the longest-

running and influential magazines of the period. While the former embodies a modern perspective, 

using the war as a catalyst to promote a progressive vision of womanhood, the latter choses to reinforce 

traditional ideas and ideals, responding to the upheavals of the war by emphasizing the importance of 

women’s roles withing the family and the home. Through a comparative analysis, this paper explores the 

profound impact of the war on both periodicals, examining how they adapted their representation of 

women in the light of the conflict. By analyzing their different responses to the First World War, it will 

illustrate how both publications tried to navigate a rapidly changing world and the numerous challenges 

posed by this unprecedented conflict, with particular focus on how they depicted women in the midst 

of these historical shifts. 
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