Proceedings of the 6th annual meeting of the
European Veterinary Congress of
Behavioural Medicine and Animal Welfare

3rd - 4th October 2024

AN INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH
TO BEHAVIOURAL MEDICINE,
ANIMAL WELFARE, ETHICS AND LAW

Paris, France

* * t
Sy M.,
», % i ﬂﬂﬂm\»_»ﬁm: and ’.E_mmr<>

ESVCE Behavioural Medicine




Organizing Committees

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Emmanuelle Titeux, Chair of 2024 EVCBMAW National Committee, Chief Academic Editor,
BM Editor

Caroline Gilbert, Chief Academic Editor, BM Academic Secretary, BM Editor

Claire Diederich, Chief Academic Editor, AWSEL Academic Secretary, AWSEL Editor
Agnés Tiret, Chief Academic Secretary

Bertrand Deputte, AWSEL Editor

Franck Péron, AWSEL Editor

LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Emmanuelle Titeux, Chair of 2024 EVCBMAW National Committee
Martin Whiting, Treasurer, Food and Wine Officer

Cassandre Desgrez-Dautet, Local Committee Coordinator

Edwin Louis-Maerten, Local Committee Coordinator

Anne-Sophie Personnat, Local Committee Coordinator

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Christine Halsberghe, President ESVCE

Anouck Haverbeke, ECAWBM - BM

Peter Thornton, ECAWBM - AWSEL

Karen Hiestand, Chair AWSELVA

Emmanuelle Titeux, Chair National Committee for 2024
Laura Hinninen, Chair National Committee for 2025

REVIEWERS

Tomas Camps, Simona Cannas, Emanuela Dalla Costa, Claire Diederich, Alice de Boyer des
Roches, Nancy De Briyne, Ashley Elzerman, Jaume Fatjo, Andrew Gardiner, Angelo Gazzano,
Caroline Gilbert, Laura Hénninen, Anouck Haverbeke, Elein Hernandez, Johan Linds;jo,
Manuel Magalhaes-Sant’Ana, Xavier Manteca, Silvia Mazzola, Kevin McPeake, Daniel Mills,
Christel Moons, Barbara Padalino, Clara Palestrini, Franck Péron, Ludovica Pierantoni,
Federica Pirrone, Denise Remy, Yasemin Salgirli Demirbas, Rian Segers-Lensen, Evangelia N.
Sossidou, Carlo Siracusa, Déborah Temple, Emmanuelle Titeux, Kati Tuomola, Patricia Turner,
Stefania Uccheddu, Claudia Maureen Vinke, Helen Zulch

© Presses universitaires de Namur, 2024
This book is published under a Creative Commons Attribution
Non-Commercial Non-Derivative 4.0 Licence.

The license allows you to share, copy, distribute, and transmit the work
for personal and non-commercial use providing author and publisher
attribution is clearly stated.

D/2024/1881/15

Published in 2024 by Presses Universitaires de Namur
Rue Grangagnage 19

BE-5000 Namur

Belgique

www.pun.be

Welcome

Wi .
elcome to the 6" annual meeting of the EVCBMAW at the heart of Paris. It is a unique

O—U_UO_AC_:HQ to m__m.~0 _Qﬂmw Q-mOCmm current O:N.:Q: €S N.:Q tren ﬁ: _U ratio
’ m ’ S m en OC__N. (o) ons

Thi ; S—_
\mwwm VMMN. WMSMB% M: \EW\SQ.,SESQJ\ .\Aﬁh\cmnr to Behavioural Medicine, Animal Wel-
w::w:nm aamvowxzowx_\ow_m:__w:m the importance of integrating various disciplines to
ge and better practice in behavi 1 ici i
enhan, . . ice ir loural medicine and animal wel-
resentations will cover a range of topics, including the latest techniques mﬂﬂnu\%_\-

. _ B e . . . " %
3 :N—ﬂ OZ‘ZON_ consi tion n €
oura :_ﬂa_o:_ﬂ WQ(W:OQZ_O__Hm n W:::W_ we N 0 QQ—N S, al Q — WN—

The pro i

e nammﬁw:::o ._“o_:gam keynote lectures, oral presentations, poster sessions, as well as a
y . y .o_‘ residents. We are honoured to welcome distinguished speakers v

The objectives of this conference are: .

to prom i i
0 W:oo%“mmm:w”_ﬁw Jw.x:osnnamo and experiences among veterinary professionals
ation and research in behavioural medici i
e et . . medicine and animal welfare
y collaborations to improve animal h i
: ) ealth and well-
. to raise awareness on the ethical and legal issues in veterinary practice S
ew i
e :Mﬂwhw_wmmmﬂmwﬁm-“a OL: heartfelt thanks to all the speakers, participants, and sponsors
uted to the success of this event. Their i ,
. . . comm i
to advancing animal welfare and behavioural medicine mentand supportare vita
We hope :ﬁm this conference will be a source of ins
pants, contributing to our shared goal.

Thank you for your participation and enjoy the conference!
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Claire Diederich, Caroline Gilbert, Agnés Tiret, and Emmanuelle Titeux
on behalf of the local organizing committee



Spontaneous Spitz-like tail postures in two domestic cats
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Domestic cats use visual cues to communicate with conspecifics and humans. This includes
the position and movement of the tail (Deputte et al., 2021, Stanton et al., 2015). The tail up
signal (i.e. tail held vertically with the tip curled) has been identified as a friendly greeting
signal between cats (Cameron-beaumont, 1997) and from cats to humans (Turner, 2021).
We present here a report of two cats unable to display the classic tail up signal due to Spitz-
like (curled) tail characteristics, a morphology not previously reported in cats. The cats, a
British Shorthair (Mn, 2y) and Domestic Longhair (Fn, 8.5y), belonged to different house-
holds and were participants in a study of intraspecific social interactions. Video recordings
show the cats displaying normal tail movements (waving, swishing, twitching) and posi-
tion when the tail was relaxed and hanging down. However, once the tail was raised to a
vertical position, it immediately curled over the back. This Spitz-like tail posture was
displayed both when greeting people and other cats. It had reportedly been present since
adoption, and there was no underlying medical history of injury or pain to indicate this was
an acquired state. We suggest this Spitz-like tail is a spontaneously occurring anomaly,
that does not seem to noticeably impair the cats’ communicative abilities, as normal affil-
iative behaviours (e.g. allogrooming, sleeping together, social play) were observed during
interactions with the cohoused cat. We discuss the significance of this finding in relation to
the formation of social bonds and the signalling of affiliative intent.

Ethics approval: The cats included in the case series participated in a study on feline social
behaviour as approved by the Ethics Committee of the Faculty of Psychology and Educa-
tional Sciences of Ghent University (Ref: 2023-026). The owners of the two cats were
informed and agreed to include their cats in a scientific contribution specifically on their
cats’ tail position.
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