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Online Experiential Learning on Japanese Language and Culture through Kobanashi:
Second-Year Practice at a University in Belgium

Rie OGUMA (Ghent University // Kaichi International University)

Abstract

In 2021 during the COVID pandemic, Kobanashi, a traditional Japanese performing art,
was introduced to a Japanese language course at a university in Belgium. The lessons, which
were devised in order to let the students experience Japanese culture even in the online setting,
were highly evaluated by the students and thus repeated in the next year with several
improvements. In this research, the second-year practice of Kobanashi lessons is examined
based on a reflection questionnaire filled out by the students, and its learning effects are
investigated by comparing to the first-year practice.

The major changes from the first year to the second year are to reduce the time of
introducing Kobanashi itself and to increase the time of letting the students experience and
think about their performance. For example, in the first-year lessons, plenty of background
knowledge such as its history and performance venues was introduced, whereas in the second-
year lessons, students were more focused on the acting and telling of Kobanashi.

According to the results of the questionnaire, the Kobanashi lessons were again highly
evaluated as a fun and useful activity to learn Japanese language and culture. The learning
outcomes are categorized into five areas: (1) Japanese traditional culture, (2) Japanese deep
culture, (3) Japanese linguistic aspects, (4) Japanese non-linguistic aspects, and (5) Japanese
para-linguistic aspects. On the other hand, three different points were recognized between the
first-year and the second-year practices. In the second-year practice, (a) a few negative opinions
were given to the Kobanashi lessons, (b) students’ awareness was more spread in variety to
non-linguistic aspects such as direction of eyes and usage of tools, and (c) students
demonstrated more imagination and creativity. These results are considered to be affected by
the changed lesson contents, where experience of students’ Kobanashi performance was put in

the center of the lessons.



