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The Second-Year Practice of Virtual Japanese Home Visit at a University in Belgium:

What the Learners and Japanese Families Gained from Online Contacts

Rie OGUMA (Ghent University / Ochanomizu University)

Abstract

In order to improve the students’ Japanese language proficiency, a project called ‘Virtual
Japanese Home Visit” was introduced in the Japanese language course of the university in
Belgium. The project involved local Japanese expatriate families, who the students visited
online in order to converse and discuss with. This year is the second year of Virtual Japanese
Home Visit, which has had a few developments from the previous year. One of the major
changes that were made in the second year was to give an explanation sheet of this activity to
the Japanese families, which clearly requested them to try to create the atmosphere of an
actual home visit. This study examines what the students and Japanese families have learned
or gained through the activity by conducting a survey to the both groups.

The survey revealed that chatting, apart from the discussion, during the virtual visit
increased in the second year and as a result, more students had a feeling of real visiting. The
reason was considered that the Japanese families were conscious about making the students’
visit more at home and tried to talk more to the students. The result of survey also indicated
that through this interactive activity, the students were able to learn new vocabulary and
expressions of Japanese language and gained new information of Japan as well as a better
understanding about Japanese people. Some students gained metacognition of their own
Japanese proficiency and their language learning strategy. On the other hand, the Japanese
families commented that it was a precious opportunity to talk with local people and they
gained information about Belgium. Japanese families also mentioned that they reflected on
their home country during and after the activity, which seemed to lead to the metacognition of

themselves as a Japanese person living in a foreign country.



