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Design generic solution 
M365 SharePoint template 

Implementation 
& roll-out 

Pilot generic solution 

Literature review, survey, 
info sessions, discussions 
with stakeholders 

Kick-off 

Focus group discussions 
Input, requirements gathering 

Explore partnerships 

Formal tender procedure 

Implementation 
& roll-out 

A two-year project to engage researchers of multiple disciplines to outline the current 
requirements and to drive an institutionally supported generic solution and complementary ELN.  

Engaging researchers to document and share 
research activities at Ghent University 
Laura Standaert, Open Science Team, DICT Team  Ghent University, Belgium 

Input and requirements 

Surveyed (n=149) Ghent University researchers: insight into current 
documentation practices in 2020. 

Proper search functionality and structured recording of 
information is the most important user need. 

Combination of files in a shared drive 
(e.g. Word, Excel, Google docs)  

Combination of files on my local computer  
(e.g. Word, Excel, Google docs)  

Electronic lab notebook 
(dedicated software e.g. eLabJournal, LabArchives) 

General purpose notebook 
(e.g. OneNote, Notes) 

Code repository management 
(e.g. GitHub) 

Other 

Platform or tool 
developed in-house 
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Paper notebooks are complementary (lab environment, portable) 

“A paper lab notebook is a great addition to my digital data management”. 

Stakeholders 

Valorisation 
needs 

Cost is a major hurdle Efficiency is a major gain 

Management 
Research support staff 

External 
collaborators 

Researchers 

Budget 

Compliance 

Legal 

IT 

Privacy 

IP 

Contracts 

Time stamp to track when modifications were made 

Guaranteed integrity so nothing can be 
changed without a trace 

Confidentiality and proper access control 

https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/ 

Do you want to know more? 
Contact us, follow us or visit our 
website rdm.support@ugent.be 

boekentoren.gent/UGent_OS @UGent_OS 

@UGent_OS 

Two routes, one destination 

By encouraging researchers to use these 
tools, the ultimate goal is to improve 
research documentation practices, thereby 
promoting transparency in research and 
knowledge preservation, and ultimately 
increasing productivity. 

https://www.ugent.be/en/research/datamanagement

